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powers continue to bind together in opposition 
to President Putin’s soulless actions. 

Adopting a new Strategic Concept and es-
tablishing a Center for Democratic Resilience 
will further display to Putin and those like him 
that the West will not back down to autocrats 
and dictators. 

I therefore am proud to support H. Res 831, 
and urge my colleagues to do the same. 
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IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 4738 COVID–19 
AMERICAN HISTORY PROJECT ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 6, 2022 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 4738, the 
‘‘COVID–19 American History Project Act.’’ 

This bill directs the American Folklife Center 
at the Library of Congress to establish the 
COVID–19 American History Project which will 
collect and make publicly available individual 
stories and records of experiences during the 
COVID–19 pandemic in the United States. 

The bill includes a requirement to collect 
video and audio histories and testimonials of 
those who were affected by the pandemic. 

Madam Speaker, the United States will soon 
reach a grave milestone. As of 9 o’clock this 
morning, there have been 974,277 American 
deaths from COVID–19. In the coming weeks, 
we will reach 1,000,000 deaths. 

However, I believe that only focusing on that 
horrific number, though nonetheless important, 
makes us forget about who we lost. 

Therefore, with this time I would like to tell 
the stories of my fellow Houstonians who 
sadly passed because of this unprecedented 
public health crisis. 

The stories I will be recounting are all cour-
tesy of Houston Public Media, of whose jour-
nalists I have been a strong supporter. 

Knowing that his daughter would be unable 
to walk at her college graduation commence-
ment due to the COVID–19 pandemic, Dr. 
Carlos Araujo-Preza threw his daughter, An-
drea Araujo, a belated graduation celebration 
with her close friends and family in late Octo-
ber. She said he really put in the effort to give 
her the best ceremony he could. 

Dr. Araujo-Preza always went out of his way 
to make sure his daughter and her brother 
were taken care of, despite a busy work 
schedule at Tomball Regional Hospital. The 
siblings and their father spent their weekends 
together binge-watching movies and TV shows 
together. 

But in 2020, Andrea Araujo was forced to 
spend her 23rd birthday without her father. 

Araujo-Preza was two weeks away from re-
ceiving his first round of the COVID–19 vac-
cine before he passed away. He died Nov. 30, 
2020, at the age of 51. 

He knew at a young age he was meant to 
pursue a career in the medical field. Coming 
from a family of doctors himself, Araujo-Preza 
was viewed as a loving caregiver and some-
one his patients could always rely on. 

Araujo-Preza was the leading doctor at his 
hospital who specialized in plasma research, 
while also distributing COVID–19 vaccines to 
nurses. 

‘‘His colleagues were fans of him,’’ she said. 
‘‘They loved when he came into work.’’ 

He would go out of his way to give his per-
sonal phone number to patients and would ac-
commodate their needs at any time of day. 
Araujo said her father would wake up as early 
as 3 a.m. to go into work. Araujo-Preza would 
sleep in the hospital for days and sometimes 
weeks at a time to always be on call for his 
patients. 

Now, Araujo said she tries to live by a say-
ing her father used to share in Spanish: ‘‘The 
sun always rises the next day.’’ Araujo-Preza 
would tell his children to not let daily chal-
lenges in life hold them back. Because, he 
said, as life goes on, you should too. 

‘‘I feel like people always say, ‘with time, 
things get better’, but I’ve noticed it’s quite the 
opposite,’’ she said. ‘‘Every day gets harder.’’ 

That story was courtesy of Emily 
Jaroszewski at Houston Public Media. 

The next story is one that is especially close 
to my heart: Dick Cigler from the University of 
Houston. 

Those who were mentored by Dick Cigler 
would tell you he left a lasting impression as 
one of the most influential staff members at 
the Daily Cougar—a highly regarded cham-
pion of free speech at the University of Hous-
ton’s newspaper. 

‘‘He taught us about the importance of jour-
nalism,’’ said Tanya Eiserer, an Emmy-award 
winning reporter for WFAA in Dallas and 
former Daily Cougar student editor. ‘‘He really 
taught us the importance of doing the right 
thing, doing it for the right reasons, and stand-
ing up for the underdog.’’ 

Nowhere was that more evident than when, 
in the 1990s, a group of UH journalists wrote 
a series of articles challenging the decreased 
university budget for UH downtown students 
and the increased budget for subsidiary cam-
puses. 

Dick allowed the students to voice their con-
cerns brazenly. 

‘‘He didn’t try to, you know, tell us to back 
down,’’ Eiserer said. ‘‘He ran interference, and 
they knew that we were an independent news 
operation.’’ 

Eiserer remembers Cigler as being a listen-
ing ear and a guiding mentor when she trans-
ferred from Baylor University to UH. She re-
garded him as one of the people who helped 
her become the reporter she is today. 

‘‘I learned how to be a journalist at the Daily 
Cougar,’’ said Eiserer. ‘‘I would not give that 
time back for all the money in the world.’’ 

Cigler worked as Director of UH’s Student 
Publications department, now known as the 
Center for Student Media, for 23 years until 
his retirement in 2010. 

His impact on the Daily Cougar can be felt 
to this day. 

Cigler died on Jan. 24, 2021, at the age of 
79. He leaves behind his two daughters Kerri 
Runge and Michelle Cigler. 

That story was courtesy of Myrakel Baker at 
Houston Public Media. 

The last individual I want to mention is 
someone who is a local hero but should be a 
national one. That person was John Bland. 

More than 60 years ago, a group of Texas 
Southern University students took seats at the 
lunch counter at Weingarten’s Supermarket at 
4110 Almeda Road, knowing they wouldn’t be 
served. 

It was Houston’s first sit-in, and that spring, 
Black college students in cities across the 
country forced the beginning of an end to ra-
cial segregation—at lunch counters, depart-
ment stores, and city halls. 

One of the TSU students at the sit-in was 
John Bland, a 20-year-old who spent the rest 
of his life working to advance civil rights and 
equal opportunity. 

Bland worked as a bus operator at 
HouTran, now called Metro, and he spent 
more than 50 years organizing with the Trans-
port Workers Union. He served as a vice 
president of the Texas State AFL-CIO, a presi-
dent of the Houston chapter of the Coalition of 
Black Trade Unionists, a precinct judge, and a 
member of the Houston Police Department 
Citizen Review Committee. 

‘‘When workers would doubt their ability to 
beat the odds and make change, Mr. Bland 
would say, ‘When we fought for integration in 
the 1960s, they arrested me 27 times, jailed 
me, and fined me, but that didn’t stop us,’ ’’ 
Hany Khalil, Executive Director of the Texas 
Gulf Coast Area Labor Federation, said. 

Bland died on July 9, 2020, at the age of 
80. He leaves behind his wife, Betty Davis 
Bland, and their two daughters and grandson. 

That story was courtesy of Jen Rice at 
Houston Public Media. 

I wish I could mention every Houstonian and 
honor their lives because they all deserve it. 
They were mothers, wives, fathers, husbands, 
sons, daughters, and so much more. They will 
all be missed and are not just another num-
ber. 

It is for that reason, Madam Speaker, that I 
strongly support H.R. 4738 and urge my col-
leagues to support it as well. 
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IN MEMORY AND PRAISE OF 
GREGORY ALAN BERRY A PER-
SON DEDICATED TO EXCEL-
LENCE IN SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 6, 2022 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a 
senior member of this body and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, I want to offer praise 
and a message of appreciation for a beloved 
man, who served as a member of my personal 
staff in service of the constituents of the 18th 
Congressional District of Texas, located in the 
city of Houston. 

He was a member of the baby boom gen-
eration that directly benefited from and was in-
spired by the work of President John F. Ken-
nedy, President Lyndon Banes Johnson, Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and many 
other leaders that worked for equality and jus-
tice for all. 

I am proud but heart-broken to later today 
participate in a tribute to his service in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, because 
Gregory Berry is an American original, my 
friend and valued member of my staff who 
died on March 15, 2022, at the age of 66 
years old. 

Gregory Alan Berry, long-time legislative 
counsel in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
died unexpectedly from hypertension on 
March 15, 2022, at his home in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland. 

Greg was born in Cleveland, Ohio, on Feb-
ruary 16, 1956, the second son of Jesse 
Frank Berry and Bonnie Allena Berry. His fa-
ther preceded him in death. He is survived by 
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his mother; his two sons, Michael Jeffrey 
Berry and Connor Sias Berry, and their mother 
Elva Bowden Berry; his two brothers, Jeffrey 
(Donene) and Michael Berry, his sister, Bonnie 
Berry LaMon (André); two nieces, one neph-
ew, two great-nieces, one great-nephew, five 
aunts and four uncles. 

When Greg was four years old, his family 
moved to California where he attended various 
schools including Saddleback High School in 
Santa Ana. He graduated from Evergreen 
High School in Seattle after his family moved 
there the summer before his senior year. 

Greg played both baseball and football in 
high school but was best known for his copi-
ous understanding of current political events, 
his debate skills, and his ability to recite on- 
demand the famous speeches of Abraham 
Lincoln and other seminal politicians and ora-
tors. Greg graduated from the University of 
Washington with a B.A. in Business Adminis-
tration. In 1980, he obtained his J.D from Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Law School. 

Greg began his career as a Senior Attorney- 
Advisor in the U.S. Department of Energy, Of-
fice of Hearing Appeals, where he received 
the DOE Special Achievement Award for su-
perior performance and sustained excellence 
and originality in legal analysis, research, and 
writing. 

Four years later he became a Senior Trial 
Attorney in the Office of General Counsel at 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
where he received several Special Achieve-
ment and High Quality Awards as well as Cer-
tificates of Appreciation for Outstanding Per-
formance. 

Greg excelled at both these positions, but 
the call on his heart and mind since the early 
1960s had always been American politics. 

In 1989 he answered that call by matricu-
lating into the University of Michigan Political 
Science Department. He graduated in 1991 
with an M.A. in American Politics and Govern-
ment, and within two years thereafter had 
completed all coursework and qualifying 
exams in connection with a Ph.D from the 
same program. 

While still a Ph.D candidate at the University 
of Michigan, Greg accepted a position as Vis-
iting Lecturer of Political Science at the Uni-
versity of Canterbury in Christchurch, New 
Zealand. 

He taught several courses in American na-
tional government, politics, and American polit-
ical thought. 

The University of Canterbury offered him a 
full-time position and he returned to the Uni-
versity of Michigan where he taught introduc-
tory and advanced courses in American poli-
tics, government, political theory, race and pol-
itics, and political communication. 

He then taught similar courses at James 
Madison University, in Virginia, before accept-
ing a position as Legal Writing Professor at 
Howard University School of Law (HUSL), in 
Washington, D.C. 

At HUSL he taught litigation related courses, 
Legal Reasoning, Research and Writing, Ap-
pellate Advocacy, and Legal Methods. 

He was the Faculty Advisor to an award- 
winning National Moot Court Team and was 
voted ‘‘Law Professor of the Year’’ in 2003, 
and several times received the Warren S. 
Romarin Award for Excellence in Teaching 
and Service. 

In 2006, Greg ‘‘entered Congress’’ as my 
Legislative Director/Senior Policy Adviser. 

I knew then that I had found an extraor-
dinary mind to serve in my personal office and 
the Hill had a great scholar who would con-
tribute to the work of this great democracy. 

Gregory over the years, also served as Leg-
islative Counsel to Representative Barbara 
Lee (D–CA). 

At the time of his passing Greg had worked 
for nine years as my Chief Counsel and Legis-
lative Director. 

He enjoyed developing, drafting, and man-
aging legislation for the Appropriations, Judici-
ary, Foreign Affairs, Transportation & Infra-
structure, Homeland Security, Science, and 
Rules Committees. 

He negotiated with senior staff officials in 
the House leadership and standing commit-
tees, frequently on behalf of the office. 

He sat in countless meetings with Executive 
Department officials at the federal and state 
level, and often met with lobbyists and policy 
entrepreneurs to garner support for important 
legislative initiatives. 

He especially enjoyed writing statements 
and speeches for delivery in committee hear-
ings and markups; before the Rules Com-
mittee and on the House floor; in the congres-
sional district, across the nation, and abroad; 
and for print, electronic, and online media. 

In his capacity as Legislative Director, Greg 
thrived on supervising, mentoring, and training 
the junior staff of legislative assistants, cor-
respondents, and interns. 

Greg was also a kind hearted person who 
treated everyone with dignity and respect. 

His family is exceedingly grateful to Greg’s 
colleagues and friends on the Hill for sharing 
his love of public service in the United States 
House of Representatives because he was 
able to spend the last sixteen years of his life 
steeped in the political world which 
unrelentingly captured his imagination as a 
young boy. 

A fitting and proper means of paying tribute 
to Gregory Berry’s extraordinary life is to join 
with family, friends and co-workers to salute 
this great democracy, which he loved without 
ceasing through his years of dedicated serv-
ice. 

I ask the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory and thanks of Gregory Alan 
Berry, the three year old boy who visited the 
Capitol with his mother who returned to work 
in the job that gave him immense joy. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
April 7, 2022 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 
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